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Diagnostic 

Nombre del estudiante: ____________________Grupo: _________           Fecha: _____________  
 

Contenidos 1,2,3 

Competencias Disciplinares 10, 11 

Atributos de las competencias genéricas 1, 4, 6, 8, 9 
Taken from: Objective Advanced: Cambridge. Pp.104-106 
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Learning Activity 1 

Nombre del estudiante: ____________________Grupo: _________           Fecha: _____________  
 

Contenidos 
 Competencias Disciplinares 10, 11 

Atributos de las competencias genéricas 1, 4, 6, 8, 9 
 

Develop your reading skills. Read the following text about recycling. Then, answer the comprehension 

questions below 

What is recycling? 

Recycling can be defined as the process of 
converting waste materials into new materials 
and objects. It can save material and help 
lower greenhouse gas emissions. The aim of 
recycling is to avoid "conventional" waste 
disposal. It contributes to the prevention of 
the waste of potentially useful materials and 
reduces the consumption of fresh raw 
materials, thereby reducing: energy usage, air 
pollution (from incineration), and water pollution (from landfilling). This practice has been 
around throughout the history of mankind, with recorded advocates as far back as Plato in the 
fourth century BC. 

Recycling is a key component of modern waste reduction and is the third component of the 
"Reduce, Reuse, and Recycle" waste hierarchy whose aim is to extract the maximum 
practical benefits from products and to generate the minimum amount of waste. 

What can be recycled? 

Recyclable materials include many kinds of glass, paper, and cardboard, metal, plastic, tires, 
textiles, and electronics. The composting or other reuse of biodegradable waste—such as 
food or garden waste—is also considered recycling. 

How does recycling work? 

Materials to be recycled are either brought to a collection centre or picked up from the 
curbside, then sorted, cleaned, and reprocessed into new materials destined for 
manufacturing. 

In the strictest sense, recycling of a material would produce a fresh supply of the same 
material—for example, used office paper would be converted into new office paper. However, 
this is often difficult or too expensive (compared with producing the same product from raw 
materials or other sources), so "recycling" of many products or materials involves 
their reuse in producing different materials (for example, paperboard) instead. Another form 
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of recycling is the salvage of certain materials from complex products, either due to their 
intrinsic value (such as lead from car batteries, or gold from circuit boards) or due to their 
hazardous nature (e.g., removal and reuse of mercury from thermometers and thermostats). 

Criticism 

Much of the difficulty inherent in recycling comes from the fact that most products are not 
designed with recycling in mind. The concept of sustainable design aims to solve this 
problem. Now scientists suggest that every product (and all packaging they require) should 
have a complete "closed-loop" cycle mapped out for each component—a way in which every 
component will either return to the natural ecosystem through biodegradation or be recycled 
indefinitely. 

Comprehension  

1. Recycling is a modern practice to convert waste materials into new materials and objects. T              F              
Not given 
 

2. Apart from recycling, there are other ways to reduce the consumption of fresh raw materials.  T           
F               Not given 
 

3. Sometimes, recycling can be expensive. T                      F               Not given 
 

4. All manufactured products can be recyclable. T              F               Not given 
 

Reading Comprehension - Pollution and its Negative Effects 
 

Develop your reading skills. Read the following text on pollution and its effect on the environment. Then 

answer the comprehension questions 

 

Pollution is the degradation of natural environment by external substances introduced directly 
or indirectly. Human health, ecosystem quality and aquatic and terrestrial biodiversity may be 
affected and altered permanently by pollution. 

Pollution occurs when ecosystems can not get rid of substances introduced into the 
environment. The critical threshold of its ability to naturally eliminate substances is 
compromised and the balance of the ecosystem is broken. 

The sources of pollution are numerous. The identification of 
these different pollutants and their effects on ecosystems is 
complex. They can come from natural disasters or the result 
of human activity, such as oil spills, chemical spills, nuclear 
accidents ... These can have terrible consequences on 
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people and the planet where they live: destruction of the biodiversity, increased mortality of 
the human and animal species, destruction of natural habitat, damage caused to the quality 
of soil, water and air ... 

Preventing pollution and protecting the environment necessitate the application of the 
principles of sustainable development. we have to consider to satisfy the needs of today 
without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their needs. This means that 
we should remedy existing pollution, but also anticipate and prevent future pollution sources 
in order to protect the environment and public health. Any environmental damage must be 
punishable by law, and polluters should pay compensation for the damage caused to the 
environment. 

Comprehension 

1. The damage caused by pollution might be irreversible: T  F 
 

2. The ecosystem: 
can always cope with pollutants 
may not always be able to cope with pollution. 
 

3. Pollution: 
is always caused by humans.  
may sometimes be caused by natural disasters 
 

4. An ideal solution to prevent pollution would be to: 
 
Refrain the development of some countries.                                                     
Continue developmental projects. 
Take into consideration the future generations need to live in a healthy environment 
 

Reading Comprehension - 7 ways to protect the 
environment 

 

Develop your reading skills. Read the following text about how to protect the environment and do the 

comprehension questions 

 

Seven ways to protect the environment 

We all want to protect our planet, but we're mostly too busy or too lazy to put up big change 
that would improve our lifestyle and save the environment. 
 
These are 7 simple habits to implement in your everyday life which will make a 
difference. There is nothing new here but if you follow at least some of these tips, you can be 
proud of yourself participating in the protection of the environment. 
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1. Use compact fluorescent light bulbs:  
It is true that these bulbs are more expensive, but they last much longer and they can save energy 
and in the long run your electricity bill would be reduced. 

2. Donate: 
You have tons of clothes or things you want to get rid of. If they are still usable, give them to someone 
who needs them. You may also choose to give them to associations. These associations may sell 
them and collect a little money. Not only will you protect the environment, but you will also contribute 
to a good cause. 

3. Turn off your devices:  
When you do not use a house device, turn it off. For example, if you don't watch TV, turn it off. Turn 
off the light when you leave a room (even if you intend to return.) It's an easy habit to take up which 
will help you save a lot of money. 

4. Walk or cycle:  
Driving is one of the biggest causes of pollution. If you want to use your car, ask yourself the following 
question: do I really need my car? Walk or use your bike if the journey is a short one. 

5. Detergent: 
Follow the recommended dose of detergent to wash your clothes or dishes. 

6. leaky faucets: 
Watch leaky faucets, which can cause a significant increase in the the water bill. An average of 120 
liters of water can be wasted due to a dripping faucet. 

7. Rainwater: 
Think of recovering rainwater. This water can be used for different purposes. 

This list is far from being exhaustive but in addition to saving the environment, all these tips 
will help you save money. 

Comprehention: 

1. Fluorescent light bulbs waste more energy  
T     F    Not given 

2. Donate means:  
give 
Takes 

3. The 7 tips are suggested 
to save money.  
to save money.  
to save money and protect the environment. 
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Learning Activity 2 
Nombre del estudiante: ____________________Grupo: _________           Fecha: _____________  
 

Contenidos 2 

Competencias Disciplinares 10, 11 

Atributos de las competencias genéricas 1, 4, 6, 8, 9 
Taken from: Britishcouncil.com 

 

The story of street art 
Modern graffiti began in big cities in the United States in the 1970s. In New York, young people 
wrote their names, or 'tags', in pen on walls around the city. 
 
One of the first 'taggers' was a teenager called Demetrius. His tag was TAKI 183. He wrote his 
tag on walls and in stations in New York. Other teenagers saw Demetrius's tag and started 
writing their tags too. Soon, there were tags on walls, buses and trains all over New York. 
 
Then, some teenagers started writing their tags with aerosol paint. Their tags were bigger and 
more colourful. Aerosol paint graffiti became very popular in the 1970s and 1980s. It appeared 
on trains, buses and walls around the world. 
 
In the 1990s and 2000s, a lot of graffiti artists started painting pictures. Some artists' pictures 
were about politics. Other artists wanted to make cities beautiful and painted big, colourful 
pictures on city walls. 

Graffiti in galleries 

In some countries, writing or painting on walls is a crime. Sometimes, graffiti artists have 
problems with the police. In other countries, artists can draw and paint in certain places. For 
example, in Taiwan, there are 'graffiti zones' where artists can paint on walls. In São Paulo in 
Brazil, street artists can paint pictures on walls and houses. Their pictures are colourful and 
beautiful. Some tourists visit São Paulo just to see the street art! 

In Bristol in the UK, there is a street art festival in August every year. Artists paint all the 
buildings in a street. Lots of people come to watch the artists and take photos. You can see 
exhibitions of street art in some galleries too. There have been exhibitions of street art in 
galleries in Paris, London and Los Angeles. 

Who are the artists? 

Some street artists have become famous. Here are three stars of the street art world: 

 Os Gêmeos are twin brothers from São Paulo. They paint big, colourful pictures of people on 
buildings. In 2007, they painted a castle in Scotland! 

 Blek le Rat is from Paris. He is famous for painting pictures of homeless people in big cities. 
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 Faith47 is from Cape Town in South Africa. She paints big, colourful pictures of people and 
animals. She likes painting in different places and you can find her work on pavements, 
postboxes, buses and, of course, on walls! 

 The future of street art 

Many street artists use the internet to look at photos of street art from around the world. They 
communicate with other artists online and share ideas. Some street artists are famous and you 
can see their pictures in galleries. We don't know about the future of street art, but it is here to 
stay for sure! 

Robin Newton 

Match the places with the sentences. 
 
 
Places: Sao paolo   Bristol  Cape town   Scotland New York Taiwan 

 
Os Gêmeos painted a castle here. 
Faith47 comes from this South African city. 

There is a street art festival here every August 

Tourists visit this city to see the street art. 

In the 1970s, young people wrote 'tags' on the city walls. 

Here, artists can paint and write in 'graffiti zones'. 

Discussion 

What do you think about graffiti? Is it really art? Write an essay of 50 Words 
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ART CHANGES LIVES. HERE’S WHY WE 

NEED TO FUND THE ARTS 

June 17th 2016 

 

“In Australia, the arts employ more people than agriculture, construction or mining, 

and the creative industries generate $50 billion for the Australian economy.” – 

National Association of Visual Arts 

May 13 has become known to those in the arts sector as ‘Black Friday’. As a result of 

government funding cuts to the Australia Council for the Arts, 50% of previously 

supported small to medium arts companies did not receive funding. The number of 

Australia Council grants for individual artists and projects has decreased by 70% since 

2013/14. Read more about the result of Black Friday here. 

In response to this funding shortfall, the lack of consultation around a massive funding 

restructure and the lack of arts policy discussion in the federal election, the sector have 

called a National Day of Action. We need to speak up! To remind us of what we’re 

fighting for, three of FBi’s passionate arts & culture volunteers shared their connection 

with the arts and what art means to their understanding of the world. 

Read their thoughts below, and show your support: sign the Art Changes Lives petition 

here and share the love with #istandwiththearts and #ausvotesarts. 

  

“Art is an access point to ways of thinking that are sometimes difficult to articulate. 

Art does not exist in a vacuum; to work in the arts means the continual study of 

politics, history, socioeconomics and subcultures. It means the constant 

banding together of workers who value alternate methods of exchange and 

collaboration. It means flexibility, community and fluidity. It allows a space for 

https://www.theguardian.com/culture/2016/may/19/the-70-drop-australia-council-grants-artists-funding-cuts
https://www.change.org/p/senator-mitch-fifield-art-changes-lives-show-your-support-and-stand-up-for-the-arts-in-our-country
https://www.change.org/p/senator-mitch-fifield-art-changes-lives-show-your-support-and-stand-up-for-the-arts-in-our-country
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critique of the mainstream, while simultaneously providing mass entertainment and 

leisure. The arts provide emotional nourishment and a space for conversation. 

Eradicating that space eradicates any possibility for change.” 

– Katie Winten 
  

“When asked if he was going to cut arts funding during the war, Winston 

Churchill replied: “Then what are we fighting for?” – because culture is at the heart 

of identity. It is a value we seem to have lost. Whether it is post-colonial or post-

internet, artists reflect back to us the world we live in with a sharp and critical gaze. 

They help us comprehend our own identity, our position within the world. When 

working with artists, I am constantly blown away by their creativity and ability to 

see things from new angles. They create works that express ideas or experiences that 

I could never put into words. We need the arts to continue to start conversations, and 

to check ourselves.” 

– Nerida Ross 
  

“It’s difficult to pin down what the arts, or art, mean to me, because it’s not 

something I believe we engage in by choice. Creative production is something we 

undertake, experience and appreciate somewhat unintentionally in our lives. 

Wherever you are right now, take one moment to be present in the space you are in, 

the objects you are holding, the clothes you are wearing. People designed these 

things. Are you listening to music? Somebody designed that too, and not in a 

fleeting moment of genius but through years of rigorous experimentation, styling, 

failure and small success. All these designed and created things did not come out of 

a vacuum, they have all been influenced and guided by a conversation around art for 

literally thousands of years. If we allow the arts in Australia to be gutted and 

reshaped for the political purposes of one party, I can guarantee we will lose more 

than the economic benefits and the contribution to our personal identities. If we 

allow processes like this attack on art to continue, we will begin to lose the joy of 

experiencing life as emotionally complex members of an inherently creative 

species.” 

– Lachlan Herd 

  

We live in an age where visual culture is as important as linguistics when ‘reading’ 

the world around us. Whether it’s the emojis we use to text or the road signs we use 

to navigate our geography, signs and symbols are used by everyone to deduce 

meaning from our surroundings. Artists thus have an immense power to 

communicate to general public audiences through their use of visual symbolism in 

works of art. Whether social, political, cultural or ecological messages, artists enrich 
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and communicate directly with audiences about the issues of our time. Artists also 

have the unique ability to create new meaning and subjective experiences in which 

enrich the lives of the individual and the community at large. 

– Anna Kirk 

 
DISCUSSION  

WRITE YOUR OWN REASON ABOUT “WHY ART IS IMPORTANT 100 WORDS THEN RECORD YOUR 

VOICE WITH THE ANSWER. 
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Learning Activity 5 

In Task 2, test takers write an essay in response to a point of view, argument or problem.   

Task 2 You should spend about 40 minutes on this task. Write about the following topic: In Britain, when 

someone gets old they often goes to live in a home with other old people where there are nurses to look after 

them. Sometimes the government has to pay for this care. Who do you think should pay for this care, the 

government or the family?  

Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant examples from your own knowledge or experience. 

Write at least 250 words. 

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

LEARNING ACTIVITY 6 

Listen the following three audios and make Cornell Notes from each of them. 

Audios # 1  
Cornell Note 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 

Resume 
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Audios # 2 Cornell Note 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Resume 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Audios # 3  
Cornell Note 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Resume 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


